THE KING S FRIENDS

liberty who had run all hazards in its cause, and provided for them
in preference to every other claim. With the Earl of Bute they
had no personal connexion, no correspondence of councils. They
neither courted him nor persecuted him. They practised no cor-
ruption, nor were they even suspected of it. They sold no offices.
They obtained no reversions of pensions, either coining in or going
out, for themselves, their families, or their dependents. In the
prosecution of their measures they-were traversed by an opposition
of a new and singular character; and opposition of placemen and
pensioners. They were supported by the confidence of the nation.
And having held their offices under many difficulties and dis-
couragements, they left them at the express command, as they had
accepted them at the earnest request, of their royal master.

It was perhaps George's misfortune that he never recognized the
sterling qualities in Rockingham and many of his colleagues.

BUT HOWEVER MISGUIDED George's actions were, however
contrary to constitutional practice, there is little doubt that his
efforts to smash the party machine were dictated by a sincere
and patriotic desire to serve his country well. The party machine
as he saw it was harmful to the national interests: it was used
by political factions for their own advantage. It gave them
lucrative state employment and enriched their friends. George
came to the throne with a very definite conception of kingship.
First the Crown must be above party: second, it must take a
dignified and active part in the business of government. But
what did he find in 1760 ? Since the accession of his great-
grandfather, George I, the Crown had been reduced to the
ignominious position of a pawn in the hands of the Whigs,
who used Crown patronage and State funds to strengthen their
position in Parliament and destroy the power of their political
opponents. Had not the Revolution Settlement of 1688, about
which the Whigs talked so loudly, invested the sovereign with
definite rights and duties ? George III, however, found that these
rights and duties were being slowly but surely usurped by the
Whig politicians, who put an interpretation on the Revolution
Settlement which was never intended by its framers. The
inability of George I to speak English and the lukewarm interest
taken in English politics by George II had resulted in the develop-
ment of the Cabinet system of government under Sk Robert
103